_ ’\\ SAINT MARY’S
oy

CATHOLIC
* CHURCH

MULBERRY ST

22

1794 Air&s

PARISH PRIEST

Monsignor Canon Anthony Kay

St Mary’s Church, 17 Mulberry Street
MANCHESTER, M2 6LN

@ 0161 834 3547

@ anthony.kay@dioceseofsalford.org.uk

www.hiddengem.me.uk
©
©

St Mary’s Parish
@rchiddengem

Young Catholic Adults
@youngcatholicadultsmanchester

ST MARY’S, MULBERRY ST

is a Diocesan Designated Church
for the 2025 Jubilee Year.

T0 MAKE A DONATION
T0 THE PARISH

Please scan the QR code
with your mobile phone camera.

Please enter the amount
of your donation and
then input your payment
card details. If you are a
tax payer, please
remember to tick the Gift
Aid box.

Thank you for your generosity

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
30TH NOVEMBER 2025

THE HIDDEN GEM

A SANCTUARY OF SILENCE AND PRAYER

THE SEASON OF ADVENT
Turning to the Lord

The Season of Advent, which begins
this Sunday, stands as a solemn and
grace-fillev\;)reparation for the coming
of Christ. While modern culture often
treats December as a festive prelude
to Christmas, the Church’s ancient
tradition frames Advent as a
penitential and contemplative season
- a spiritual retreat in the midst of the
world - calling the faithful to turn
wholeheartedly to the Lord. This
turning is not merely a matter of
sentiment or seasonal inspiration; it is
a deliberate act of conversion rooted
in Scripture, liturgy, and centuries of
Catholic practice.

Traditionally, Advent mirrors Lent in its
character of penance and expectation.
The use of violet vestments, the
omission of the Gloria, and the
emphasis on silence and simplicity all
signal a time of sober reflection.
Rather than cultivating outward
celebration, the Church invites the
faithful inward, wurging them to
examine their hearts and prepare a
dwelling place for Christ. This
penitential spirit, while less severe
than that of Lent, reminds Catholics
that authentic joy grows only from a
ge%rt purified and reoriented toward
od.

The traditional Advent liturgy situates
believers between the two comings of
Christ. The first two weeks focus
heavily on His Second Coming - His
return as Judge and King at the end of
time. This eschatological emphasis
stirs the soul to vigilance: “Be ready,
for the Son of Man comes at an hour

AT THE HEART OF THE CITY

SERVING THE PEOPLE OF MANCHESTER SINCE 1794

you do not expect.” The faithful are
reminded of the fleeting nature of
earthly life and the necessity of living
in a state of grace. Turning to the Lord,
therefore, involves repentance,
sacramental confession, and a
renewed commitment to holiness.

As Advent progresses, the Church
gradually shifts attention to the first
coming of Christ in Bethlehem. The
readings and prayers meditate on the
Brophecies of Isaiah, the faith of the

lessed Virgin Mary, and the preaching
of St. John the Baptist. John’s cry
- “Prepare ye the way of the Lord” -
captures the heart of the season. It is
both a warning and an invitation: clear
away spiritual obstacles, straighten
the crooked paths of sin, and make
room for the Saviour.

In traditional Catholic practice, this
preparation often includes increased
prayer, fasting, almsgiving, and
Barticipation in daily Mass or the
ivine Office, praying the Angelus
more faithfully, or meditating on the O
Antiphons. Such devotions are not
mere customs; they are means of
tggn.ing the gaze of the soul toward
rist.

Ultimately, the Season of Advent calls
the faithful to awaken from spiritual
slumber, to turn again to the Lord with
humility and hope. By observing
Advent in its traditional spirit,
Catholics enter Christmas not merely
with  festivity, but with hearts
renewed - ready to adore the Word
made flesh.

This Advent we invite you
to focus on Turning to the Lord

The Newsletter series on the Apostles
Creed will continue after Christmas

WELCOME T0 THE HIDDEN GEM

St. Mary's, Mulberry Street, was founded in 1794 in the
centre of what was then the poorest quarter of

Manchester.

It is now thought to be one of the oldest post
Reformation Catholic churches founded as a church in
England. The Relief Act allowing Catholic churches to be
built again as churches was passed in 1791 and the

building of St. Mary's was begunin 1792.

The church's vital connection with the most ancient g
Christian traditions of Manchester, and its uninterrupted
service to the city since its foundation, make it one of
the most beloved institutions in Manchester. i
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THIS WEEK AT ST MARY'S

MONDAY
01 December

Advent Feria

9.30am
Church opens

11.00am - 12.25pm
Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament

11.00am - 11.50am
Confessions

12 noon
Holy Rosa
& Benediction

12.3()J)m
HOLY MASS

4.00pm
Church closes

PARISH DIARY

Thursday
03 December

Friday
05 December

Saturday
06 December

TUESDAY
02 December

Advent Feria

9.30am
Church opens

11.00am - 12.25pm

Adoration of the

Blessed Sacrament
11.00am - 11.50am

Confessions

WEDNESDAY
03 December

St Francis Xavier

MEMORIAL

09.30am
Church opens

11.00am - 12.25pm
Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament

11.00am - 11.50am
Confessions

12 noon 12 noon

Holy Rosa Holy Rosary

& Benediction & Benediction

12.3(&0m 12.3(\)}3m

HOLY MASS HOLY MASS
After Mass
Church Cleaning

4.00pm 4.00pm

Church closes

Church closes

ADULTS’ CATECHISM CLASS

FIRST FRIDAY
DEVOTIONS

FIRST SATURDAY

DEVOT
IONS

THURSDAY
04 December

Advent Feria

09.30am
Church opens

11.00am - 12.25pm
Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament

11.00am - 11.50am
Confessions

12 noon
Holy Rosar
& Benediction

12.3(&)m
HOLY MASS

4.00pm
Church closes

7.00{)m
Adult Catechism

FRIDAY
05 December

Advent Feria

FIRST FRIDAY

09.30am
Church opens

11.00am - 12.25pm
Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament

11.00am - 11.50am
Confessions

12 noon
Holy Rosa
& Benediction

12.3(&0m

HOLY MASS

After Mass
Devotions to

The Sacred Heart
of Jesus and

Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament

2.30pm - 2.50pm
Confessions

3.00pm
Chaplet of
Divine Mercy
& Benediction

4.00pm
Church closes

SATURDAY
06 December

Advent Feria

FIRST SATURDAY

09.30am
Church opens

10.00am - 11.55pm
Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament

10.30am - 11.15am
Confessions

& Bgnedica’on

12 noon
HOLY MASS
For the Holy Souls

After Mass
Devotions to
The Immaculate
Heart of Mary

4.00pm - 5.00pm
Adoration of the
lessed Sacrament

4.00pm - 5.00pm
Confessions

5.15pm
ViGIL MASS
of SUNDAY

6.15pm
Baptism of Lachlan

Church closes
after the Baptism

7.00pm - 8.00pm [in the Upper Room]
For adults wanting to explore the Catholic Faith through a
structured series of Catechism Classes. This class is for

adults who wish to be baptised or to be received into Communion
with the Catholic Church or for adult Catholics who have not
received the Sacrament of Confirmation for any reason.

12 noon Holy Rosary
: 12.30pm Holy Mass
1.00pm Devotions to the Sacred Heart of Jesus

11.30am Holy Rosary
12noon Holy Mass

SUNDAY
07 December

SECOND
SUNDAY
OF ADVENT

8.30am
Church opens

09.00am - 9.45am
Adoration of the

Blessed Sacrament
and Confessions

10.00am

HOLY MASS

12 noon
SOLEMN MASS

Church closes
after Mass

11.00am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions

10.00am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions

12.30pm Devotions to the Immaculate Heart of Mary

Monday
08 December

Sunday
14 December

Saturday
20 December

Thursday
25 December

SOLEMNITY OF
THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT

RORATE MASS

CHRISTMAS at ST MARY’S

12.30pm Holy Mass
6.00pm Solemn High Mass

4.00pm A service of Readings and Carols by candlelight
in preparation for the Solemn Feast of the Nativity of the Lord.

8.30am A traditional Advent Mass in honour of Blessed Virgin Mary,
characterised by the church being in darkness, lit only by candlelight,
and as the dawn rises the church is gradually filled with light,
symbolising the coming of Jesus Christ.

6.00pm FIRST MASS OF CHRISTMAS [CHRISTMAS EVE]

12.00am MIDNIGHT MASS [with carols at 11.30pm]

11.00am CHRISTMAS MASS [CHRISTMAS DAY]



QUARANT ORE

Many thanks to those of who you who
came to St Mary’s last weekend and who
spent time watching and praying before
the Blessed Sacrament. | am sure that
having such times of Adoration and Prayer
before the Blessed Sacrament in our
parish in the heart of the city is bringing us
all many blessings. | would like to give
particular thanks to the those who
prepared the church, liturgies, and music,
to our wonderfully dedicated group of Altar
Servers who were present at all the
liturgies throughout the three days, which
is really an incredible commitment to their
service at the altar of the Lord, and to the
St Philip Neri singers for sharing with us
such beautiful Sacred Music at the Solemn
Closing Mass and Benediction on Sunday.

iy

HOLY MASS INTENTIONS

PARISH NEWS
° WALK WITH ME BOOKLETS

The Advent Walk with me
booklets are available at
back of Church.

booklets are
provided to help you in

A small
£1.00 is

out Advent.
donation is
recommended.

CAROLS BY CANDLEIGHT

On Sunday, 14th December at 4.00pm
we will be holding Carols by Candlelight,
which will be a beautiful service of
Readings and Carols in preparation for the
great Feast of the Nativity of the Lord at
Christmas. We have held this service for
the last couple of years and we have been
delighted by the number of people who
have attended and who commented on
how much they enjoyed and valued the
occasion. Please spread the word and
invite your families and friends to join us at
Saint Mary’s on this Sunday afternoon
before Christmas

CHRISTMAS CANDLES IN CHURCH

To help us decorate the church for
Christmas we will light white candles and
place them in the sanctuary, with all our
personal intentions written on them. The
candles will burn from Christmas Eve and
throughout Christmas week. Last year we
had almost 200 candles lit in the
sanctuary and it looked beautiful for the
celebrations of Christmas. If you would
like a Christmas Candle lit for your
intentions, or the intentions of your loved
ones, envelopes are available at the back
of the Church; A suggested minimum
donation for each candle is £6.00. Please
place your offering in an envelope and
clearly mark on the envelope the intention
that you wish to be printed on the candle.
The names of your loved ones or your
special intention will be placed on the
candle and these intentions will be
remembered at each of the Masses during
the Christmas Octave. Many thanks.

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be celebrated for the following intentions:

Lately deceased:
Hogan; Barbara Hampton; Joyce Moss

Anniversaries:

Lilian Walsh, Rhos Rahim; Paul Ritchie; Rhone Crilley; Terence

Keving Gardner and Denis Duffy (04/12);

In remembrance: The Holy Souls; The forgotten souls in purgatory; Margaret Gabrielle
McAlpine Basso; Kathleen Heath and Robert Brooks Heath; Mr & Mrs Benham; Dympna
Mullins; Halvey & Mullins families; Deceased members of the Okiti family; Franca Okiti;

Special Intentions: Special Intention (J); Kate Wynn;

For the safe delivery of baby;

Monica Orozco Marulanda; Denis; Mary Ainsworth; Val & Chris Mullins ; Amy; Jesus
Youth Jubilee; Faith Jelley; John James Somers; Brendan Houlihan; Brenda Moran; Mo-
ran and Curran families; Stephen Carl; Richard Ducursin

MASS OFFERINGS

If you wish to have a Mass celebrated at St Mary’s, please place your
Mass intentions and a donation for the Mass stipend in an envelope, with
the Mass Intention clearly marked on the front of the envelope, and hand
it into the church or presbytery.

SANCTUARY CANDLES

THE PIETA ALTAR

[1] Stone and Kay families RIP
2] James Doocey RIP (A)

3] Kevin Gardner RIP

4] Denis Duffy RIP

THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS

Christopher C Fitzpatrick RIP
Trevor Evans RIP (A 03/12)
Sylvia Hutchinson RIP (A 05/12)
Evelyn Howe (SI)

TABERNACLE (OUR LADY)

Scott family
Holy Souls
Holy Souls

TABERNACLE (LEFT SIDE)
John & Ruth Kay (SI)
TABERNACLE (RIGHT SIDE)
Kate Wynn (SI)
TABERNACLE (ST JOSEPH)

Emma and Baby
Anthony & Susan Wheatley (SI)
Catherine Wheatley (SI)

ST ANTHONY OF PADUA

Brenda Moran (SI)
Richard Ducursin (SI)
Darlene Nathalie Buenaflor (SI)

ST THERESE OF LISIEUX

[1] Shanthal.
[2] The Varkeys

OUR LADY OF MANCHESTER

POWON =

WN =

(1]

(1]

(1]
(2]
(3]

(1]
(2]
(3]

[1] The Arndt Family (S)

[2] Family Special Intention

[3] Karl(Sl)

[4] Kung Poy

Chun, Chan Kook

Lam, Lui Chin

Chmg Chan Koon

Yu (SI)

If you would like to have a Seven

dag/ candle alight in the church for
ays for a loved one or for a spe-

cial intention, please put the

name of the intention on an

envelope, with a suggested mini-

CARITAS FOODBANK

We continue to welcome any
donations to the Foodbank
Collection point at the back of
church. The parish Caritas group
makes fortnightly deliveries from
the foodbank to Caritas. Also, all
donations to the Poor Box at the
back of church always go to
support those in need.

Thank you for
your generosity to Caritas

Canyou help?

This week
we are
collecting

A

Rice and pasta



RESTORATION OF SAINT MARY’S CHURCH AND PRESBYTERY
THE NEXT PHASES OF THE RESTORATION OF SAINT MARY’S

Thanks to your generosity to Saint Mary’s over the last few years, and with
the help of some successful bids for grants, we have been able to
undertake and pay for some essential works to preserve the fabric of the
church and presbytery. We offer particular thanks to those who have
made specific donations towards these works. This year we will continue
our fundraising efforts, by appealing to the ongoing generosity of
parishioners and visitors, and applying for grants where we can, so that
we can move forward with the restoration of Saint Mary’s Church &
Presbytery.

We have been working with our parish architect over the last three or four §
years and we now have a very good idea of the works that need to be
undertaken and we have had many of the necessary surveys done. The
further works in the coming years will be needed to bring all the external
fabric of the church up to a standard in order to preserve it for many years
to come as well as restoring the interior of our beautiful church.

Further meetings are taking place to determine the next phase of works
and we will update everyone in due course through the Parish Newsletter.
Meanwhile, we are estimating that the next phase of works will cost in the
region of £250,000.

For any donations you give to the Restoration Fund, please consider, if ==
you pay income tax, gift aiding your donation so that the parish can claim = ¢
a further 25% on your donation. This will make a real difference to our =
restoration project.

Thank you for your generosity
towards the restoration of St Mary’s

2025 AND BEYOND

There are various ways that you can help PARISH BANK ACCOUNT
in the parish fundraising efforts.

(to make a donation by BACS
We will update our Fundraising or to set up a Standing Order)
Thermometer from donations: into the
Parish Bank Account, through the
QR Code, the Diocesan website, the
Parish Website, through the Card
Machines, given to the Votive Candle
Boxes, put in the Window boxes in
church, as well as funds raised from the
Parish Piety Stall, Tax reclaimed on

The Salford Diocesan Trust
Sort Code: 20 55 34
Account number: 00915025

Cheques Payable to:
St Mary’s, Manchester

Gift Aided Donations, and other ol Sgﬁ#JE'E'?qurODE
Personal Donations by cash or cheque
given for The Restoration Fund THANK YOU P A A L

PHASE THREE [ RAINWATER REDIRECTION & RE-ROOFING 1 g rAKi N (K111 <R3P )

Phase Three of the Restoration works provided a significant first step towards the creation of a new drainage system
thatis entirely independent of the neighbouring pub. This phase also included other essential works, the re-roofing the
front section of the old presbytery as the existing coverings were in poor condition & uninsulated, the re-making
leaking lead-lined gutters and abutments, and improving the flashings and weatherproofing to the chimney.

PHASE TWO [ FIRE DETECTION & CHURCH ORGAN | ge: 11 Ki [V R (Hi 1N pA1PZ )

Phase Two of the Restoration works was the installation of the first part of a Fire Detection Alarm system and an
Emergency Lighting System in the church and the presbytery at the cost of £35,000. We have also, after the analogue
electronics of our church organ failed, had our thirty year old church organ rebuilt with new digital technology at a
cost of £45,000.

PHASE ONE [ ESSENTIAL WORKS ] @&l KR (K111 [AR[ 1412

Phase One of the Restoration works of St Mary’s Church and Presbytery took place in the summer of 2023 and began
a planned phasing of the Restoration of St Mary’s Church and Presbytery. The Phase One Essential Works mainly
consisted in stopping the ingress of water, particularly when there were heavy downpours of rain, and making the
church water tight.



