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SUNDAY 20th NOVEMBER 2022
CHRIST THE KING

Today, the same distrust of authority exists, although the
problem has got worse. Individualism has been embraced to
such an extreme, that for many, the only authority is the
individual self. The idea of Christ as ruler is rejected in such a
strongly individualistic system. Also, many balk at the idea of
kings and queens, believing them to be oppressive. Some
even reject the titles of “lord” and “king” for Christ because
they believe that such titles are borrowed from oppressive
systems of government. However true these statements
might be (some kings have been oppressive), these
individuals miss the point: Christ’s kingship is one of humility
and service.

Pope Pius XI universally instituted The Feast of Christ the King
in 1925 in his encyclical Quas Primas. Pope Pius XI connected
the denial of Christ as king to the rise of secularism. At the
time of Quas Primas, secularism was on the rise, and many
Christians, even Catholics, were doubting Christ’s authority,
as well as the Church’s, and even doubting Christ’s existence.
Pope Pius XI, and the rest of the Christian world, witnessed
the rise of dictatorships in Europe, and saw Catholics being
taken in by these earthly leaders. Just as the Feast of Corpus
Christi was instituted when devotion to the Eucharist was at a
low point, the Feast of Christ the King was instituted during a
time when respect for Christ and the Church was waning,
when the feast was most needed. In fact, it is still needed
today, as these problems have not vanished, but instead have
worsened.

Jesus knew the oppressive nature of secular kings, and in
contrast to them, he connected his role as king to humble
service, and commanded his followers to be servants as well.
While Christ is coming to judge the nations, his teachings
spell out a kingdom of justice and judgment balanced with
radical love, mercy, peace, and forgiveness. When we
celebrate Christ as King, we are not celebrating an oppressive
ruler, but one willing to die for humanity and whose “lovingkindness endures forever.” Christ is the king that gives us
true freedom, freedom in Him. Thus we must never forget
that Christ radically redefined and transformed the concept
of kingship.
Christ the King Sunday used to be celebrated on the last
Sunday of October, but since the calendar reforms of 1969,
the feast falls on the last Sunday of Ordinary Time, which is
the Sunday before Advent. It is fitting that the feast
celebrating Christ’s kingship is observed right before Advent,
when we liturgically wait for the promised Messiah (King).

Mon 21 November
The Presentation
of the
Blessed Virgin Mary

Tues 22 November
St Cecilia

Wed 23 November
Feria

Thurs 24 November
St Andrew Dung-Lac
and his companions
Martyrs

Fri 25 November
Feria

Sat 26 November
Feria
Votive Mass of
Our Blessed Lady

Sun 27 November
1st SUNDAY
OF ADVENT

9.30am
Church opens
_________________
10.30am - 12.25pm
Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament
11.00am - 11.55am
Confessions
12 noon
Holy Rosary
& Benediction
12.30pm
HOLY MASS

9.30am
Church opens
_________________
10.30am - 12.25pm
Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament
11.00am - 11.55am
Confessions
12 noon
Holy Rosary
& Benediction
12.30pm
HOLY MASS

9.30am
Church opens
_________________
10.00am - 12.25pm
Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament
11.00am - 11.55am
Confessions
12 noon
Holy Rosary
& Benediction
12.30pm
HOLY MASS
1.30pm
Church cleaning

9.30am
Church opens
_________________
10.00am - 12.25pm
Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament
11.00am - 11.55am
Confessions
12 noon
Holy Rosary
& Benediction
12.30pm
HOLY MASS

9.30am
Church opens
_________________
10.00am - 11.55pm
Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament
10.30am - 11.15am
Confessions
11.30am
Holy Rosary
& Benediction
12 noon
HOLY MASS

8.30am
Church opens
________________
09.00am - 09.45am
Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament
& Confessions
10.00am
HOLY MASS
After Mass
Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament
12 noon
SOLEMN
HOLY MASS
_______________
Church closes
after Mass

_________________
4.00pm
Church closes

_________________
4.00pm
4.00pm - 5.00pm
Church closes
Confessions
5.15pm
HOLY MASS
_________________
6.00pm
Church closes

_________________
4.00pm
Church closes

9.30am
Church opens
_________________
10.00am - 12.25pm
Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament
11.00am - 11.55am
Confessions
12 noon
Holy Rosary
& Benediction
12.30pm
HOLY MASS
After Mass
Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament
2.00pm - 2.55pm
Confessions
3.00pm
Chaplet of
Divine Mercy
& Benediction
_________________
4.00pm
Church closes

4.00pm - 5.00pm
Confessions
5.15pm
VIGIL MASS
_________________
6.00pm
Church closes

MASS INTENTIONS
The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be celebrated for the following
intentions, received at St Mary’s this past week:
Lately Deceased: Dorothy Allen (09/11); Austin Raymond (4
months old) (11/11); Mary McInerney; Sadie Holloway; Ellen Barr;
Tom Kennedy; Acer Burnside; Sean Head
Anniversaries: John McGahran (22/11); Brenda Crowe (28/11)
In remembrance: The Holy Souls; The November Dead List;
Kathleen & Michael Campbell; Alex Rodrigues; Sabina Rodrigues;
Jose Rodrigues; Especiousa Rodrigues; Clare Louise Fitzpatrick
Special Intentions: Kate Wynn; Geoff; Helen Joynson; David
Quaile; Philmena Lavender; Tess Murphy; Yvonne Hulme; Mary
McGuiren; Marie & Robert O’Rourke; Paul & Trudy Eastwood;
Thanksgiving to the Sacred Heart; Lilian Walsh; Noel
Christmas Masses: Maureen O’Grady; Michael O’Grady; Denda
Connolly; Anne Connolly; Patricia Connolly; Michael Flynn; Denis
Flynn; Bridie O’Hara; Sara McDonnell & family; John & Mary
Connolly; Bridie Stephens; John Press; Sheila & Jack Tring; Genifer
& Jim; Phil & William O’Malley

SANCTUARY CANDLES
Seven Day Candles will burn in the sanctuary for the following
intentions, received at St Mary’s this past week:
The Pieta Altar: [1] Anna Joseph; Scott family
Sacred Heart of Jesus: [1] Tony Stone [2] Richard Graham Hall RIP
(BR) [3] Kate Fay
Our Lady of Grace: [1] Kate Wynn (SI)
Tabernacle [Our Lady]: [1] Guidance & Courage to make a
decision
Tabernacle [St Joseph]: [1] Tony Burkes
Our Lady of Manchester: [1] ; Philip & Krissie; [2] For a dear
mother and sister - Christine; [3] Betty & Tommy Kilfeather
[4] Bardsley & Davey family [5] Walters family [6] Mourik family
[7] Welsby family
If you would like to have a 7-day candle lit for a particular
intention, for a loved one or for a special intention, put the name
of the intention on an envelope and indicate which Sanctuary
Candle you wish to have lit. A donation of £5 is suggested to cover
the cost of the candle. Please give the envelope to the Parish
Priest, leave it with the volunteer at the back of the church, or
place it through the presbytery letter box. The candles will be lit
on Friday afternoon, and will burn throughout the following week,
with the names appearing in the parish newsletter each week.
ADVENT WALK WITH ME
The Advent Walk with me booklets are available at
the back of Church. These little booklets are provided
to help you in prayer each day throughout the
Season of Advent. The recommended donation is £1

RESTORATION OF ST MARY’S

FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS START IN THE NEW YEAR
As a parish church dedicated to Our Blessed Lady, it has
been suggested that, starting on the First Saturday in
January, 7th January, we begin the First Saturday
Devotions here at St Mary’s.
The format of the day of prayer and devotion will be
available soon but, please, let anyone who may be interested that this devotion will begin on the first Saturday
in January.
MANY THANKS
Many thanks to all of you who came to St Mary’s over the last few
days and those who spent time watching and praying before the
Blessed Sacrament. I am sure that having such times of Adoration
and Prayer before the Blessed Sacrament in our parish in the heart
of the city is bringing us all many blessings. It was certainly a joy
to see so many of you calling into church during these days and
spending some quiet time with our Blessed Lord. With thanks also
to the St Philip Neri singers for sharing with us such beautiful
Sacred Music at the Solemn Closing Mass on Sunday.
YOUNG CATHOLIC ADULTS
Recently, we have had a first meeting of a group of parish Young
Catholic Adults. It was great to see a group of young adult
parishioners who wish to learn more about the Catholic Faith and
support each other in the practice of the Faith. If you weren’t able
to join us and you are interested in being part of something for
young adults in the parish, if you have ideas or would simply like to
find out further information, please email Fr Anthony with your
ideas and details and we will keep you in touch. It is hoped that in
the New Year we will start a regular programme of gatherings.
ADVENT CAROL SERVICES
There will be a few School Advent Carol Services during Advent
but, as many schools are only just getting back to a routine of
outside visits, there won’t be as many as before the pandemic.
Details of the visiting schools will be in next week’s newsletter
CHRISTMAS AT ST MARY’S
As parishioners have already started to ask about Christmas at St
Mary’s, I thought it would be useful to list for the next few weeks
our schedule of services here at St Mary’s for Christmas:
Saturday 24th December Christmas Eve
5.15pm
Blessing of the Christmas Crib
and THE FIRST MASS OF CHRISTMAS
11.30pm Readings & Carols followed by MIDNIGHT MASS
Sunday 25th December Christmas Day
11.00am
HOLY MASS
[Please note there will be only one Mass on this Sunday]
Everyone is welcome to join us at St Mary’s
for the celebration of Christmas

TO MAKE A DONATION

The Catholic Church of St Mary’s, Mulberry Street, is a Grade-II* listed building, with the Old Presbytery
being separately listed as a Grade-II listed building. Recent surveys on the church and presbytery have
SCAN THE QR CODE
revealed that there is work to do on restoring the fabric of the church, and so, as a parish, we are starting
(to make a donation)
a programme of restoration works in order to preserve this well-loved church for future generations.
PHASE ONE - URGENT WORKS AT HIGH LEVEL
Our architect has put together a package of works classified as urgent works which primarily focus on
preventing water ingress to the building. These proposed works are vital to the long-term future of the
building, carried out in a manner in order to enhance and conserve the church building and ensure it
remains a viable place of worship and a heritage asset of national importance.
The anticipated costs for Phase One of the works is in the region of £250,000. Although we are trying to
apply for as many grants as we can it is likely that, as a parish, we will have to raise the funds for a
substantial amount of any works to our buildings. Unfortunately, we were unsuccessful in our recent bid
PARISH BANK ACCOUNT
for a grant. But we will keep applying for grants where we can.
The Government’s GIFT AID SCHEME is a great way for charities to raise funds. If you don’t do so already, (to make a donation by BACS
then please consider Gift Aiding your donations to St Mary’s. It will not cost you any more than you or to set up a Standing Order)
already give. If you pay income tax and give a donation to the parish by an offertory envelope or by
standing order, then the Government will give us a further 25p for every pound you give. This will go a TSDT St Mary Manchester
Sort Code: 20 55 34
long way to help us to raise the necessary funds to undertake phase one of the restoration works and to
start to plan for further phases of works.
Account number: 00915025
To Gift Aid your donations, please ask Fr Anthony for a Gift Aid Declaration Form, and please make your
Cheques Payable to:
donations by offertory envelopes, which are available, or set up a monthly standing order.
St Mary’s, Manchester
MANY THANKS FOR YOUR CONTINUED GENEROSITY TO ST MARY’S

