A PLACE OF SILENCE AND PRAYER AT THE HEART OF THE CITY

Serving the people of Manchester since 1794

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sunday 16 January 2022

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

CONFESSION AND THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
One of the great blessings to come out of this time is that we have
established regular times for confession here at the Hidden Gem.
Currently, six days a week, it is possible to go to confession, and it is
wonderful to see people availing themselves of the opportunity to
receive this beautiful Sacrament.

the better. God the Father’s plans are always better than our plans.
He wants nothing less than to embrace you as a son or daughter of
the King of the Universe.

A popular book about confession says the one thing all sins have in
common is that the sinner chooses to turn his or her face away
from God. It is only right that we are given a sacrament to help us
concretely turn our face toward God again in repentance. When we
WHAT IS CONFESSION?
confess, we are turning our face back to the Lord, and our spoken
Jesus’ gospel message to all of us is clear: “The time has come. The words are to God.
kingdom of God has drawn near. Repent, and believe in the
gospel!” (Mark 1:15). The sacrament of reconciliation was But God will not force us to accept this gift of mercy. Human beings
established by Jesus Christ to help us repent humbly and well, and have free will, which means we need to choose to repent and ask
to offer the gift of mercy and healing to all who sin. It is a divinely for his mercy. The gift of confession is that we can speak the truth
shaped path of return to the goodness of God.
of our sinfulness aloud and in confidence to God’s priest, and hear
the words of absolution that God has forgiven us of our sins. It is a
THE SACRAMENT OF HEALING AND FREEDOM
concrete decision and act for God, and a genuine encounter with
Many times we are hurt by others. That is the tragedy and his Son, Jesus Christ. You can use your freedom to choose to go to
consequence of living in a fallen world where people choose to do confession, and in return, receive the gift of even deeper freedom
wrong: our relationship to one another breaks God’s law of love from your sins. There are few greater feelings than walking out of
and becomes broken, resulting in pain rather than love. But we can confession hearing those amazing words of forgiveness. They sink
forget how much our sins hurt ourselves as well. The sacrament of from your ears to your heart. They can help you change your life.
reconciliation, popularly called confession, is a visible sign of God’s
grace poured out on all of us who sin and repent. We wound The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) is currently available
ourselves as well as others through our sin. Often we don’t know during the week at the times below:
how wounded we are until we receive the healing grace only the Monday
11.00am - 11.55am
Lord can give.
Tuesday
11.00am - 11.55am
11.00am - 11.55am & 4pm - 5pm
Sometimes we may think the sacrament of reconciliation is about a Wednesday
11.00am - 11.55am
checklist, confessing wrongdoing to God through his priest. And Thursday
11.00am - 11.55am
certainly that is a necessary part of it. But the reason we repent of Friday
10.30am - 11.15am & 4pm—5pm
wrongdoing through confession is to restore our friendship with Saturday
God. It is about relationship, and not just any relationship, but the
Welcome to St Mary’s, the Hidden Gem
relationship that changes your life in ways you cannot imagine for
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Confessions
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HOLY MASS
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12 noon
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1.30pm - 3.30pm
Church Cleaning

_________________
4.00pm
Church closes

_________________
4.00pm
Church closes

4.00pm - 5.10pm
Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament
& 4.00pm - 5.00pm
Confessions
5.15pm
HOLY MASS
_________________
6.00pm
Church closes

After Mass
Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament
& 2.30pm Confessions

_________________
4.00pm
Church closes

3.00pm
Chaplet of
Divine Mercy
__________________
4.00pm
Church closes

Sun 23 January
THIRD
SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME

________________
Church closes
after Mass

4.00pm - 5.00pm
Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament
& 4.00pm - 5.00pm
Confessions
5.15pm
VIGIL MASS
_________________
Church closes
after Mass

St Mary’s Church, 17 Mulberry Street, MANCHESTER, M2 6LN Parish Priest: Monsignor Canon Anthony Kay
Tel: 0161 834 3547 Email: anthony.kay@dioceseofsalford.org.uk Website: hiddengem.me.uk

OUT OF CHARITY FOR OTHERS
Here at St Mary’s, keeping people safe is still of the highest priority and so:
 Please wear a face covering at all times in church, (as from Friday it is now mandatory once again in Places of Worship)
 And continue to sanitise your hands on entry and exit of the church.
 Please also remember, that if you begin to display any of the symptoms of Covid-19, you should not come to church
and get a test at the earliest opportunity.

PARISH NEWS
DAILY PATTERN OF LITURGY AT THE HIDDEN GEM
Below is the pattern of liturgy that we have established since the
church re-opened after the first lockdown at the start of the
pandemic, and is a pattern we hope to keep for the near future:
Mondays to Fridays
10.30am - 12.25pm
11.00pm - 11.55am
12 noon
12.30pm

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Confessions
Holy Rosary
Holy Mass

Also, on Wednesdays
4.00pm - 5.10pm
4.00pm - 5.00pm
5.15pm

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Confessions
Holy Mass

Also, on Fridays
1.00pm - 3.15pm
2.30pm - 2.55pm
3.00pm

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Confessions
Chaplet of Divine Mercy

Saturdays
10.30am - 11.45am
10.30am - 11.15am
11.30am
11.45am
12.00 noon
4.00pm - 5.00pm
4.00pm - 5.00pm
5.15pm

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Confessions
Holy Rosary
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament
Holy Mass
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Confessions
Holy Mass [Vigil Mass of Sunday]

Sundays
10.00am
12 noon

Holy Mass
Solemn Holy Mass

HOLY MASS AND PRAYER INTENTIONS
The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be celebrated for the following
intentions, received at St Mary’s during the past week:
Lately Dead: Bernard Dalton; John Christopher Meagher
Anniversaries: Janet Blandy; Michael Mahady (15/01); Margaret
Clifford; Patricia O’Beirne
In remembrance: The Holy Souls;
Special Intentions: Ada Lee; Hugh; Kevin Newton

PRAYING TOGETHER
It is important that when we gather to celebrate Holy Mass or the
Holy Rosary, or whatever prayer or liturgy we are participating in,
that we try to say congregational prayers with the same rhythm
and pace as everyone else gathered. Each parish has it own
rhythm for prayers and, because here at St Mary’s, we often have
lots of different people and visitors present, it is good that we say
prayers together with a steady pace and most importantly,
together and at the same time. Please be try to be conscious of
the rhythm of the prayers and try to tune yourself into the
congregation gathered and to pray with one voice.
MAINTAINING ST MARY’S
Many thanks to those who come every week to help to clean the
church and for all who faithfully help in the organisation and
running of St Mary’s each week. Just a reminder that every
Wednesday afternoon a small team of faithful parishioners give
the church a good clean, and that all are invited to help. If you are
willing and able to help us in this way please come along on a
Wednesday from 1.30pm.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY
I would like to express my thanks for the generosity to all our
parishioners and friends who have continued to contribute
financially to St Mary’s during this time. We all know what a
difficult time this has been for many people, and we are extremely
grateful to those who have been able to continue to support us
during this time.
If you would normally have attended St Mary’s each week, and
have been unable to do so during the pandemic, and, if you are in
a position to do so, please consider making a one-off donation or
setting up a monthly Standing Order to support St Mary’s at this
time. It is also now possible to make a donation to St Mary’s using
your debit or credit card. To do so, simply scan the QR Code
below on your smartphone, and it will take you to a secure link to
make a donation. Many thanks for your generosity.
Parish Bank Account Details
(for Standing Orders or BACS)
TSDT St Mary Manchester
Sort Code 20 55 34 Account number 00915025
Cheques Payable to: St Mary’s, Manchester

NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL
Please let me know by sending me an email if you would like to be
added to our parish distribution list to receive the parish
newsletter each week by email.

SANCTUARY CANDLE INTENTIONS THIS WEEK
THE PIETÀ ALTAR

OUR BLESSED LADY

ST JOSEPH

My grandparents RIP

SACRED HEART OF JESUS

TABERNACLE - OUR LADY

TABERNACLE - ST JOSEPH

Bernard Dalton RIP

Geoffrey Howard

Scott family

OUR LADY OF MANCHESTER
Anthony Henry (SI)
Louise O’Shea (SI)
Nelly McAtameny
Kate Wynn [SI]

If you would like to have a 7-day candle lit for a particular intention, for a loved one or for a special intention, put the name of the
intention on an envelope and indicate which Sanctuary Candle you wish to have lit. A donation of £5 is suggested to cover the cost of
the candle. Pass the envelope to the Parish Priest or place it through the presbytery letter box. The candles will be lit on Friday
afternoon, and will burn throughout the following week, with the names appearing in the parish newsletter each week.

THANK YOU FOR JOINING US AT ST MARY’S and for your SUPPORT of our parish

Thank you for your generosity; Please remember to Gift Aid any donations to St Mary’s to help us in our Mission

