TWENTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME [YEAR A]

06 SEPTEMBER 2020

ST MARY’S
MULBERRY ST
A place of prayer at the heart of our city

Serving the people of Manchester since 1794

THE WORD THIS SUNDAY

THE SAINTS THIS WEEK

This Week’s Sunday Readings of the Mass

St Ambrose Barlow
Born in 1585 at the still-standing Barlow
Hall in Chorlton-cum-Hardy, Ambrose
became a Benedictine after his studies
at Douai and Valladolid, before
returning to Manchester to work for the
many Catholics of this region. He was
particularly famed for his preaching and
love of the poor, walking long distances
in order to fulfil his ministry. He was
imprisoned at least four times, before
his final arrest and execution at
Lancaster in 1641. His skull is preserved at Wardley Hall, and his
jaw-bone at Saint Ambrose, Chorlton-cum-Hardy.

▶ Jeremiah 10:7-9 ▶ Romans 12:1-2 ▶ Matthew 16:21-27

No man is an island... How true this is for those who follow Christ:

each of us has responsibilities towards each other, based on our
debt of mutual love.
When we see wickedness
and
wrongdoing,
then
because of our privileged
position of following the
Lord Jesus, we have a duty
to speak out.
This will not always be
easy - remember the
prophet Jeremiah last week
- but this was the mission
of the Lord Jesus himself, and as his followers, it is our mission too.
As with everything, love is the answer to every one of the
commandments.

THE WORD THIS WEEK
This week’s daily readings of the Mass
As we continue to read 1 Corinthians, Paul turns to more specific
problems that have been reported in Corinth: sexual immortality,
squabbles between Christians in the courts, marriage and celibacy,
eating food sacrificed to idols and idolatry; in the midst of this, Paul
writes of his own mission—the duty of preaching the Gospel and
running the race to the finish.
In the Gospel (Luke 6) we see Jesus curing again, then praying
before calling his apostles; he then begins a great discourse, where
he teaches the people about the true fulfilling of the Law. It is vital
that we are people of good acts, not just words and intentions.

THE WEEK AHEAD AT ST MARY’S

HOLY MASS INTENTIONS
The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be celebrated for the following
intentions, received at St Mary’s this week:
Holy Souls; Marino Vito RIP; Roz Ewart RIP;; Viviana Parisi RIP;
Immigrants dead in the Mediterranean Sea; Cinzia Minafo (SI);
Alfredo Arriola (A); In thanksgiving; Gaye Howcroft-Jones (S);
Murdock Campbell Fletcher (LD); Harry Bartlett (LD); Fr Tony
Gallagher (A); Jack Knowles (LD); Hogan and Roche families;
Jola Chadala (B); Magda and David (WA); Fr Jude CSSp;
Michael
McDonagh
(LD);
Margaret
McKeon
(LD);
Hannah
Doona (A); Julia Doona (A); Bridget McDonagh (LD);
Michael McDonagh RIP; Kate Wynne (SI); Kathleen and Michael
Campbell (SI); Julie Shaw (LD); Chrishan and family (SI)
[LD=Lately dead, A=Anniversary, S=Sick, B=Birthday
SI= Special Intention, BR=Birthday Remembrance]

HOLY FATHER’S INTENTIONS

Respect for the planet’s resources: We pray that the planet’s
resources will not be plundered, but shared in a just and respectful
manner.

THE CHURCH IS OPEN EACH DAY FOR QUIET PRAYER

Mon 07 September

Tues 08 September

Wed 09 September

Thurs 10 September

Fri 11 September

Sat 12 September

Sun 13 September

Weekday

The Nativity
of the Blessed
Virgin Mary

Weekday

St Ambrose
Barlow
Priest and Martyr

Weekday

The Most Holy
Name of Mary

TWENTY FOURTH
SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME

1 Corinthians 5:1-8
Luke 6:6-11

Micah 5:1-4
Matthew 1:1-16.18-23

1 Corinthians 7:25-31
Luke 6:20-26

Hebrews 11:33-40
John 12:24-26

1 Corinthians 9:1619;22-27
Luke 6:39-42

1 Corinthians 10:14-22
Luke 6:43-49

Eccles. 27:30-28:7
Romans 14:7-9
Matthew 18:21-35

10.00am
Church opens

10.00am
Church opens

10.00am
Church opens

10.00am
Church opens

10.00am
Church opens

09.30am
Church opens

09.00am
Church opens

10.30am - 12.25pm
Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament

10.30am - 12.25pm
Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament

10.30am - 12.25pm
Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament

10.30am - 12.25pm
Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament

10.30am - 12.25pm
Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament

10.00am - 11.45am
Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament

10.00am
Holy Mass

11.00am - 12noon
Confessions

11.00am - 12noon
Confessions

11.00am - 12noon
Confessions

11.00am - 12noon
Confessions

11.00am - 12noon
Confessions

10.00am - 11.15am
Confessions

12.10pm
Holy Rosary

12.10pm
Holy Rosary

12.10pm
Holy Rosary

12.10pm
Holy Rosary

12.10pm
Holy Rosary

11.30am
Holy Rosary

12.30pm
Holy Mass

12.30pm
Holy Mass

12.30pm
Holy Mass

12.30pm
Holy Mass

12.30pm
Holy Mass

11.45am
Benediction

4.00pm
Church closes

4.00pm
Church closes

1.30pm
Church Cleaning
5.15pm
Holy Mass
6.00pm
Church closes

12 noon
Holy Mass

2.00pm
Church closes

12 noon Holy Mass
4.00pm
Church closes

4.00pm
Church closes

5.15pm
Vigil Mass
of Sunday
6.00pm
Church closes

THANK YOU FOR JOINING US AT ST MARY’S and for your SUPPORT of our parish

Thank you for your generosity; Please remember to Gift Aid any donations to St Mary’s to help us in our Mission

225th ANNIVERSARY OF THE OPENING OF ST MARY’S CHURCH, MULBERRY STREET
_______________________________________________________________________

15th August, 2020, marked the Two Hundred and
Twenty Fifth anniversary of the opening of the
first St Mary’s church, Mulberry Street, the present
building being the second church on this site
On this significant anniversary in the history of our parish, we have
been looking into the parish archives a little and to see what we
could find. Over these weeks, we are re-telling a little of the story
of this great parish, using historical documents, articles and
photographs.
_______________________________________________________________________

MARTYRS OF CHARITY
SOME PRIEST VICTIMS OF TYPHUS

_______________________________________________________________________

One of the perils that priests were sometimes called upon to face in
the nineteenth century was the risk of becoming a victim to the
typhoid epidemics, when called to visit the sick and dying. Owing to
the unhealthy conditions prevailing in some of the overcrowded
slums and factories, there were several devastating outbreaks of
typhus and cholera.
The Manchester Gazette for November 13, 1824, printed the
following:
Yesterday of typhus fever at his house in Granby
Row, the Rev John Ashurst, Catholic Priest, in the
36th year of his age. He was the worthy successor
of the Rev. Rowland Broomhead, and particularly
active in the erection of the noble edifice of St
Augustine’s. He needs no eulogy in these page:
the poor will recount his virtues and every one
who knew him will lament his loss.

The following was printed in the Manchester City News:
In those days of vicinity of Mulberry Street was foul
in every way, and the idea of its being the site of a
place of worship was to the last degree a glaring and
nauseous incongruity. Perhaps as one of the early
Catholic missionary worthies of Old Manchester, the
Rev. Henry Gillow, for pure saintliness of personal
aspect, and for the a certain pathetic benignity of
manner, was the most remarkable human creature
ever beheld. His silver hair, pure pallid face, and
gentle compassionate eye, and womanly and
touchingly tender voice, exercised in those days a
magical spell over the ruder and wilder spirits of the
then Manchester Catholic world, and under his
sweetly irresistible remonstrances they would burst
into teats and fall on their knees before him with
wild cries of inarticulate penitence and remorse. No
such physically feeble and ghostly inhabitant of earth
ever surely before or since exercised over the untamed human animal, just hovering on the verge of
civilisation, such a curiously overwhelming personal
fascination! I remember well the wild sorrow that
smote the hearts of the Catholic poor when this pale
and sacred phantom gave up the ghost and was
seen no more.
If the above had not been written by a contemporary and openly
published at the time, this modern generation might have been
sceptical about the spiritual powers described in such an impressive
way. His curate, the Rev Fr Laytham, who was to follow him to the
grave within a year, announced Fr Gillow’s death on the following
morning, a Sunday. The Orthodox Journal report that the
announcement was received with an outburst of grief. “No pen can
portray, no language describe the sorrowful scene. Many, scarcely
aware of his illness, were but badly prepared to hear of such
distressing intelligence.”
So passed a great figure, who belonged in some ways to an earlier
age, dressed as he was like and eighteenth-century gentleman with
powdered hair, knee-breeches and white ruffs. Yet behind the
external elegance, there was the ascetic and priest character in this
striking representative of one of the oldest Catholic families in
England, seeing that the Gillow belonged to the Fylde in Saxon
times and had always maintained the faith.
The good priest’s funeral was one of the most remarkable sights
that Manchester has so far witnessed. Thousands lined the streets
to watch nine mourning coaches and twenty-eight carriages follow
the hearse from St Mary’s to St Augustine’s, Granby Row; some five
hundred gentlemen in mourning concluded the sad procession.
Less than a year later the fever claimed an even younger victim, the
Rev John Laytham, w ho died January 15, 1838, at M ulberry
Street, aged 28. He came of an old family of English gentlemen,
connected with many Catholic families in Lancashire. To the bishop
and to the people it must have been a loss hard to bear, when so
son after his ordination at Ushaw this young priest had to sacrifice
his life. A poem was published at this time to celebrate the virtues
of Fr Gillow and Fr Laytham whom the plague had removed in the
flower of life.

Fr Henry Gillow,
Most remarkable of the “Martyrs of Charity”
One of the most distinguished of the early clergy, the Rev. Henry
Gillow, Rector of St Mary’s, Mulberry Street, from 1821 to
1837, was another victim in an epidemic. Following upon
Fr Rowland Boomhead, he became the principal Catholic figure in
Manchester and helped to provide for the rapidly growing missions.
It was through him that the first schools were begun in Salford and
the foundations laid for what became the Cathedral parish. The
church and parish of St Chad may be considered a monument to his
memory, as he laboured to establish them. He caught the fever of
which he died through visiting his many parishioners lying
grievously ill. He died on February 25, 1837, at the age of 41.

It was not long after this that Bishop Briggs, then Vicar Apostolic of
the North, and also a native of Salford diocese (Barton-on-Irwell),
lamented the fact that he had lost twenty-four of his priests in the
space of eighteen months. This for a long time had a crippling effect
on the work of the clergy.
Another of these victims in Manchester was Father John Parsons,
who had laboured at St Augustine’s and at Rook Street. Father
Parsons had been appointed assistant priest at St Augustine’s in
1826. He died of typhus fever, April 23, 1838, at the early age of
35. He was first interred at St Augustine’s and was later removed to
Moston on August 2, 1909, along with the remains of several other
priest-victims of typus - Fr Ashurst, Fr Gillow, and Fr Laytham,
together with the coffin of Fr Broomhead and several other pioneers
of the faith in Manchester. Requiescant in pace.
Although not all priests who attended the plague-stricken caught
the malady themselves, several must have been fully aware of the
dangers that surrounded them. When Fr
William Turner,
afterwards first Bishop of Salford, was appointed in 1832 to be an
assistant at St Augustine’s, Granby Row, the cholera was raging in
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Leeds.
The
Vicar
Apostolic of the North,
Bishop Penswick, was in
Manchester at the time
and expressed to some
of the priests his grief
that he had lost some
priests
through
the
plague in Leeds and was
unable to replace them.
Without hesitation, Fr
Turner
offered
his
services and for several
months went to labour
among the poor who
were
falling victims in
hundreds.
Bishop Turner
Left to Right:
Provost Croskell,
Canon Benoit,
Bishop Turner,
Bishop Casartelli as a boy,
Canon Roskell,
later Bishop of Nottingham

In 1847, during the “Famine Fever”, Fr Croskell, then at St
Augustine’s, was officially thanked by the Manchester Corporation
for his work among the fever victims. Conditions in some areas
were of a terrifying nature. Fr Cantwell of St Patrick’s gave the last
sacraments to 17 victims in one house alone belonging to the Angel
Meadow district.
The grisly spectre of death must have haunted the mind of many a
young priest called upon by his duties to pay constant visits to the
fever wards of the hospitals. In order to record a beautiful incident
in the life of his friend and patron, Dean Richard Brindle, the
well-known figure of Victorian times, Monsignor Canon Gadd has
confessed that he was at one time seriously upset by such fears. He
writes:
”When I was a young priest I had a great dread of
typhus fever. I had caught it more than once in the
fever wards of Salford workhouse, and on one of these
occasions the doctor who attended the same patient
caught it and died. This made a deep impression on me,
and Father Bridle could not fail to see it. Still when I
recovered, duty called and I had to go to the fever
wards again. On the day in question, he offered to go
with me as far as the
Workhouse, as he said, ‘for a
walk;’ but when we arrived at the gate, he whispered,
‘Now you go round the hospital and today I will go
through the fever wards,’ - and not till then did I see
that it was kindness for me and sympathy in my
nervousness that made him take his pretended walk
that day to Salford Workhouse.”
What then must have been the courage of Fr Edward O’Neill
(of Dungarven, where he was buried in 1895), who had charge of
all the Public Institutions of Manchester from 1857 to 1871? As a
curate at Mulberry Street, he undertook the arduous task of looking
after the Workhouse, the Royal Infirmary, and Salford Barracks,
where there was a military hospital.
With the advance of medical science and the improvement of
sanitation, the great scourges of former days, such as small-pox,
typhus and cholera, no longer swept away so many victims. Yet the
twentieth century has seen some bad epidemics of influenza,
leaving a trail of victims.
At the end of the first World War there was one of those epidemic
and two young priests lost their lives after contracting the disease in
ministering to the sick: Fr Anthony Wilcox, who had only been
ordained five months when God withdrew him from his first
missionary field at St Edmund’s, Miles Platting, by sudden death
from pneumonia after two days’ illness from the influenza by
attending victims of the epidemic. He was only twenty seven when
he died. Only ten days later this priest was followed by Fr Thomas
Whitaker, who died in similar conditions. He had been ordained at
Stonyhurst in 1915 and had only recently returned from Italy where
he had been Army Chaplain, and as his health had been somewhat
undermined abroad he fell an easy victim to the fatal disease.

MASSES THIS WEEK

All the Masses have now resumed at St Marys, at the previous
times, as per the front of this newsletter. It is good to see
parishioners and visitors slowly returning to St Mary’s and, going off
the attendance over the last few weeks, there is still room to
accommodate more people at most of the Masses during the week.
The 12noon Mass on Sunday is the only Mass that has been almost
full (with the present restricted capacity) on the last two Sundays.
In addition to the usual times for Mass, and to give another
opportunity for people to attend Holy Mass during the week, for the
moment, there will be an extra
Mass on Wednesday evening at 5.15pm
This Mass has been particularly quiet each week, with only a few
people present so, if you are looking for a quiet Mass during the
week, Wednesday evening is a good Mass to come to.
As we start to use the church gallery, particularly on Sundays, can
we ask that our younger and more mobile parishioners sit in the
gallery, leaving the places in the main body of the church free for
those less mobile. We also ask that you follow the directions of the
stewards and, for the good of all, sit where you are invited to do so.

CONFESSIONS

We are resuming the Sacrament of Reconciliation here at St Mary’s
on Monday, as per the times on this newsletter. This will still, in
part, depend on finding a few more volunteers to be in the church
when the priest is hearing confessions, to clean down the
confessional after each penitent. Please offer your help, if you can.

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

There will be Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at the following
times this week:
Monday to Friday 10.30am - 12.25pm
Saturday 10.00am - 11.45am, concluding with
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament.
Please take extra care during these times not to talk to others, and
to respect the silence of the church.

MAY HE REST IN PEACE

Please remember in your prayers, Fr John McKeowen, a priest of
the diocese who died peacefully at Cathedral House on Wednesday.
Until his retirement, Fr McKeowen was Parish Priest at St Mary’s,
Failsworth and may be known to many in north Manchester. May he
rest in peace.

WELCOME

We welcome Kelly Mann who is baptised and received into the
Church this Sunday afternoon. Kelly was due to be baptised at the
Easter Vigil, and it is now wonderful that we have been able to
celebrate her baptism here at St Mary’s, welcome her into our
community and into the Church.

“FAMILY IS SACRED” ZOOM COURSE - SEPTEMBER
After the success of the first Family is Sacred Webinar in July the
diocesan Department for Formation will be offering the full 14 week
course online via zoom. The first session will take place on
Wednesday 23rd September, 7:30pm-9pm and will run every other
Wednesday for 14 weeks. This course is designed to enrich and
support marriage and family life and the building up of the
Domestic Church. There will be input from various speakers followed by small group discussion and Q&A. Everyone is welcome.
To
register
your
free
place
please
email:
formation@dioceseofsalford.org.uk before Tuesday 22nd September
(Zoom details follow will follow upon registration).

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

I would like to express my thanks for the generosity to those of our
parishioners who have continued to contribute financially to St
Mary’s during this time. We all know what a difficult time it is for
many people, and we are grateful to those who have been able to
continue to support us during this time. Even if you are only able to
visit St Mary’s occasionally, please consider, if you are able, setting
up a standing order to support the parish going forward.
Thank you for your continued generosity to our parish.

NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL?

If you would like to receive the weekly Parish Newsletter by email,
please let me know, and I will add you to the distribution list.
WITH EVERY GOOD WISH
AND BLESSING FOR THE COMING WEEK

Fr Anthony
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A WORD FROM POPE FRANCIS
AT THIS TIME OF PANDEMIC

On Wednesday, at his weekly Audience, Pope
Francis has given the fourth of his weekly
meditations o the coronavirus pandemic.
Here is a summary of what he said, with a
link below to the full text:
With the Risk Assessment that we have undertaken,
and all the extra precautions we have put in place at this time,
we believe that St Mary’s is a safe place to visit.
Please play your part in keeping St Mary’s safe for everyone by:

Dear Brothers and Sisters, in our continuing
reflection on the current pandemic, we have seen how closely connected we are, dependent on one another precisely because we
were created by God and share a common home. We can only
emerge stronger from the present crisis if we do so together. The
Church’s social doctrine thus speaks of the need for the virtue
of solidarity. Authentic solidarity is not just about offering help to
others; it is a matter of justice; it requires a radical change in our
thinking that looks to the good of the community, defends the right
to life for all, and promotes a just sharing of the earth’s goods. The
Biblical story of the Tower of Babel shows what happens when a
society seeks to build its own way to heaven, forsaking God, losing
sight of solidarity with the most vulnerable, and valuing things over
relationships. This destructive “Babel syndrome” is countered by the
event of Pentecost, where the gift of the Holy Spirit creates a harmonious unity in diversity for the true building up of society. May
the Spirit grant us the wisdom and creativity to find those forms of
solidarity needed in our post-Covid world, for the healing of interpersonal and social ills, and the growth of the human family in fraternity, justice and peace.
Catechesis: “To heal the world” - Part V

APPEAL FOR VOLUNTEERS
St Mary’s has now already been open for two months since the
lockdown. During this time we are only able to be open thanks to
the great help of a number of our parishioners who have been
acting as volunteer stewards and welcomers to the church.
Now, with the arrival of September, some of our parishioners are
returning to their employment, and also, as we try to get back to
some kind of normal routine here at St Mary’s, we would like to
keep the church open a little longer each day, to give opportunity
to anyone to pop into St Mary’s to say a prayer or light a candle, as
they have done so in the past.
Therefore, once again, we are looking
for volunteers who can spend a couple of hours in the church each week,
looking after the church, welcoming
visitors, and helping to keep everyone
safe.
If you are able to help, please
have a word with me or, please
email me with your name and contact details and I will give you further
information.
Without the help of parishioners, we won’t be able to keep the
church open at this time. So, having volunteers in place will enable
us to keep the church open; The more volunteers we have, the
more that we will be able to be open for everyone. Thank you.

A WORD FROM BISHOP JOHN
From the August Diocesan eNewsletter
I rather like the title that Pope Francis reintroduced when he came
to be the Pope: ‘Mary, the Untier of Knots’. I think we have quite a
lot of knots to untie at the moment. We are asking Mary to help us
sort out the mess that we are in, and the mess that we face in
these days of additional directives: we have got to look after one
another and keep each other safe.
I think that, if we had been able to gather in the Grotto in Lourdes
this year, Mary might say just one word to us: “Care”. Care for one
another, care in this time when we are all so vulnerable. Care for
our brothers and sisters around the world, because we’ve learnthaven’t we - that we are so connected, so many people are
suffering so much more than we are. In poorer countries there is a
lack of healthcare, because in so many places there is crowded
living, in squalid slums and in refugee camps around the world. We
are leaving our brothers and sisters so much more vulnerable in so
many ways. Are we prepared to take the challenge? To say the
world has not got the right priorities, and we need Our Lady’s help
to guide us and to get those priorities right so that we do care for
our common home. And as Pope Francis so often insists, everything
is connected.
We have a lot to place in Mary’s hands, and she will guide us, I’m
sure. But we need to take responsibility too, and in this pandemic
things start with us in the way that we care for one another and the
way that we’re looking after one another and looking to the future
and the challenges of making our world a better place. Let’s pray
for our world and let’s pray for the care for one another in all that
we do so that we may make our world a better place. Let’s
remember from that wonderful reading, from Saint Paul’s letter to
the Romans, that nothing separates us from the love of God. Saint
Paul states so clearly, nothing separates us - and then lists a lot of
things that we might think could possibly separate us from the love
of God – but they don’t matter! His love is constant. And therefore
His help and care for us and His being with us is constant too.
Stay with us Lord, on our Journey.

SANCTUARY CANDLE INTENTIONS THIS WEEK - burning from Saturday morning onwards
THE PIETÀ ALTAR

TABERNACLE - OUR LADY

TABERNACLE - ST JOSEPH

OUR LADY’S STATUE

Catherine Ryan and family

For Noelean & family

Gaye Howcroft-Jones (S)

Kathleen & Michael Campbell (SI)
Chrishan & family (SI)

CONTACT DETAILS
St Mary’s Presbytery, 17 Mulberry Street, MANCHESTER, M2 6LN
Telephone: 0161 834 3547 Parish website: hiddengem.me.uk
Parish Priest: Monsignor Canon Anthony Kay anthony.kay@dioceseofsalford.org.uk
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THANK YOU FOR JOINING US AT ST MARY’S and for your SUPPORT of our parish

Thank you for your generosity; Please remember to Gift Aid any donations to St Mary’s to help us in our Mission

